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Invest 1n science'or be shackled to today’s problems

By JUEFFRRY A. KRUKIN

Network and the NMM(M- of
Health. "

and proposed U S space station

Freedom face budgetary oblivion
due to congressional funding cancellations, |
am not going Lo debate the acientific merits
of these massive projects. Rather, | question
(he decision-making rmceu that concludes
that complex scientific projects are neither
affordable nor in the best interests of the
United States. Furthermore, I'm disturbed
by the lack of vision evidenced by these deci-
sions.

The space station must compete for tax
dollars with close-to-the-heart needs such as
Veterans Administration
perconducting super collider is in danger be-
cause of ' new fervor (o balance the
budget and its limited appreciation of the
potential of scientific p::’m Yes, the Vet-
erans Administration and a balanced budget
are immediate needs, as are better schools,
Head Start, medical research, crime
vention and 80 on. How can Congress m -
pected (o shift funds from immediate needs
Lo projects whose benefits are understood by
few and not quickly accrued?

Itis inconceivable that the same commit-
(ees (hat appropriate funds for ams
oriented toward the present mm pro-
vide funds for programs oriented toward the
future. It s time (0 review this process. The
space station and super collider should have
(o com| for funding oaly with other fed-
eral sc fic and 8 such
28 the National Research and 4

THE superconducting super collider
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many legitimate neads. A predent
lltooprudmlodlvldul-wlllnkotlw. * istegtwined
. cenlage of its resources for Investment in its’_ mllmxmmm'm ment. & newsletter of the Houston Space

rams. Thesu-

Superconducting super collider
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8 Primary goal: Physicists hope 1 learn more "'
sbout the particles of matier and the forces that \
act on them. The super collider would be able to Delies o
produce higher-energy, smaller particies ‘
those produced st existing atom h haohle
W Configuration: The super collider would be TEXAS
bullt in & neerly clroviar, 10-foot wide Wwnnel,
ring 83 miles in ok ‘ and 7 milss
In radive. Experimental faciiities wiltl be bult ot .
several locstions around the ring. . W
Sewns: Ohlonge Troune, Knight-Ridder Tribune Nows .' . M
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economic and
\ammumduvl

the of two wonderful t

future. Thia natiew’s febire is tnextricabl
vummdudnuuucmo!

and com-
areall bawed on this infre-
mnw&: ‘gmu this is sheer folly.
But don't take my 1 otnn:ly ::‘u-u

Krukin lives in Houston and s a oolum-
nist for the Journsl of Bpsce Develop-

chased onlr with the coin of painful stepe
into the un n.
Fine words, you say, but it won't put bread

theme. David Halberstam's The  °® the table, clothes on the back or education

, inthemind. . . today! | know. But | also
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1If we are to survive as a nation where the in.

World War 1] years the mid-
dividual is by sacred Iples,

..'!'.‘...""'"f,‘,".,..""’"...,,.“.,’:‘,‘,‘;:::" m-Anmmem tocreatea
science In its purest form?) Lo natiens that future that will provide sconomic well-be-
ook pre-erninence in the 31st century ing for all its citisens. When a society be-

1ear that the Lack of viston that perme- ©omas less able to sustain itself, individual
: reflects ourastional  Fights are nevitably trampled upon as the
' conodrned that we do not m""""mmmlmt::r-»

the resourees to salve our many press- (0 provide for their own well-being.

ing 1 am concerned that we do not Whea 8 society fails to sesk knowledge and
" havethe 10 look beyend them. Many “M‘ﬂg It withers and dies. When a soci-
betiove we must soive owr current problems < #tY and 118 individuals Lok vision, there is
befere we spend money on explora- little motivation te mm only
tiom, ""'Wm'm‘lﬂlﬂlm- wm"umr;m w, b«c&ng
-ﬁcdynidmd address thess prob-  _tomorrow” will scoa become “Loday,” only
lammg, [ bellovy we will always have prob- worse than the one that began this moming.
kl-nuﬂv«mmuuzv 1 Science and are the future of our
humanity, a dynamie and ever-shi aation and our lives, and tha future is not far
logical fores always ia coaflict with iteslt away. . R
and its sosial and political lnstituticns.

1f we walt wntii our bowse is
clean, we will aever step outaide the deor,
Bover walk dewn Lhe strest, never losveour I A highly divided ﬂ:ruﬂh-\ o

We will remain imprisoned la  (Touss enn agree on ot least one

our of our fallures, pessing opporte-  ‘the of Barbara Bush, writes
aities for growih sud wisdem that are pur- aslumniet Jane Rly: Page 2.
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